
LIFE BOAT 
 
 
You are in the North Atlantic on a pleasure cruise when suddenly the ship 
strikes something and begins to slowly sink.  There is only one lifeboat, and 
there is only room for four more people.  To be left behind means certain death 
in the icy waters of the Atlantic.  You must decide who lives and who dies. 
 
Of the following people, you can only save four.  Select your four choices, then 
as a group, decide on the four that will be saved. 
 

• 56 year-old widowed captain of the boat with 4 children all under the 
age of 10. 

• 24 year-old black militant who just completed medical school. 
• 16 year-old high school dropout who is one month pregnant. 
• 35 year-old AIDS researcher who is close to a cure and is HIV positive. 
• 52 year-old clergy who is the first openly gay pastor. 
• Lesbian historian and winner of the Nobel Prize who will not be 

separated from her partner, the architect. 
• Lesbian architect who will not be separated from her partner, the 

historian. 
• Policewoman (with gun) who is a known racist and is on probation 

from the force for 6 months for police brutality. 
• 33 year-old former prostitute, retired for four years. 
• 25 year-old lawyer who has 2 children and a wife on another lifeboat. 

 
 
Your Choices:     Group’s Choices: 
 
 
1.        1.       
 
 
2.        2.       
 
 
3.        3.       
 
 
4.        4.       


